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Parent Introduction 
 

The first section of the English Language Arts Summer Learning Packet includes home activities designed 
to support your child’s reading over the summer.  The most important thing you can do to help your 
child become a better student is to encourage him or her to read independently and think critically 
about that reading.  We encourage you and your child to find reading material that is of interest to him 
or her in order to foster a love of reading and strengthen reading skills.  A great place to start is the 
Make Waves book list that the DC Public Library has available at all branches and on-line at 
http://www.dclibrary.org/summerreading.  This packet provides activities to help students think and 
respond critically to their reading.  
 
The second section contains the Personal Essay section of The Common Application for Undergraduate 
College Admission. The summer is a great time to start having your child think about the college 
application process, and these questions will help guide his or her thinking. If you would like to look at 
the application in its entirety, please visit https://www.commonapp.org/CommonApp/Default.aspx for 
more information. 

http://www.dclibrary.org/summerreading
https://www.commonapp.org/CommonApp/Default.aspx
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Make Waves: DC Public Library and DC Public Schools Summer Reading Activities:  
 

Dive into a good book and make waves!  Reading is a way to relax and escape by immersing yourself in a 
totally different reality.  Reading is also the best way to get informed about fascinating and important 
issues in your own neighborhood or across the globe.  It’s a way to learn about amazing people, learn 
more about yourself or learn a new skill – the possibilities are endless!  The DC Public Library has put 
together a great list of fiction and non-fiction titles, movies and websites to help you “make waves” this 
summer.  The activities below are ideas suggested by DCPS to help you get the most out of your reading. 
 

I. Non-Fiction “Issues” Reading:  
You can’t make change if you don’t understand the issues.  Need to find a cause to become 
passionate about?  Want to feel more informed about the world around you?  Need ideas for 
college essays and intriguing dinner conversation?  This summer, work on becoming an 
informed and skilled participant in our society’s conversations about important issues through 
non-fiction reading.  Choose a movie, website article or non-fiction text from the DC Public 
Library Make Waves list that presents an issue and/or an opinion on an issue of the world 
today.  Complete one of the following response options.   

 
 

a. Summary – Write 1-2 paragraphs describing the main idea and supporting details of the text 
(article, essay, movie, webpage).  What is the most important part of the text?  What new 
things did you learn about the topic?  Why is this topic newsworthy?  What is your 
recommended action in response to the information presented? 
 

b. Agree, Disagree, Qualify – If you’ve read an editorial or a persuasive essay, you’ve read 
someone’s argument.  What was the author trying to say?  What do you think influenced this 
author in coming to that conclusion?  Do you think the author makes any assumptions?  Now 
respond with your own argument. Write a short argument (1-2 paragraphs) in which you 
agree, disagree, or agree-and-disagree with the author.  Make sure to explain why you take 
the position you do. 

 
c. Questions – Write 3 thoughtful questions you have about the issue.  What do you not 

understand? What did the author fail to mention that you think is important?  What do you 
think will happen next in this story or series of events? What else do you need to know in 
order to understand it?  
       

d. Draw – Draw a picture representing your thoughts about the issue and/or argument.  Use the 
drawing to interpret or respond to the article.  At the bottom of the picture, write a paragraph 
explaining your drawing and what you are trying to communicate through it.   
 

e. Comic Strip—Create a comic strip educating people about the issue and what we could/should 
do about it! 
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II. Literary Nonfiction:   
Many of the literary nonfiction texts/movies on the Make Waves list give an example of someone making 
change or give advice about how to make change.  Try out one these activities in conjunction with one of 
the literary nonfiction texts or a movie:  

 
1. Change Agents:  Many of the texts/movies on the Make Waves list tell the stories of 

people making change.  Choose one of these stories and keep a running list of the 
actions/events that happened to the “change agent” that helped make it possible for 
him or her to make the changes described in the text.  What inspired you about the 
change agent(s)?  Do you see any similarities between them and yourself?  What would 
you say to the person if you could talk to him or her?  Write a letter to the change agent 
in the book.  If possible, send it to the actual person and see if you get a response!  Talk 
to your librarian about helping you find an address. 

 
2. Action Plan: Many of the texts/movies on the Make Waves list give an example of 

someone making change or give direct information about how to make change.  What is 
an issue in your community that you would like to improve?  What are some of the 
ideas you learned from your reading?  Write an action plan of what you could do to 
affect change.  Take the plunge and begin making waves! 

 
 
III. Fiction:  
A good book can change your life—choose one of the novels on the Make Waves booklist and 
dive in to a great experience!  Keep a reading journal as you read, writing a response after 
every 20-30 pages.  Here are topics and questions you can choose from as your write your 
reading journal entries. 

 
Character:  

 What do you like or dislike about the main character? 

 Does the main character seem to be realistic—do they have strengths as well as flaws? 

 Who/what influences the main character in this book? 

 List all the characters in the book—what is the purpose of each one?  Why do you think the 
author decided to include them? 

 How does the main character change? 

 Who does the main character remind you of? 

 What would you say to the main character if you could talk to them directly? 
 

Setting:  

 What do you think of the setting?  Is it a place and time that you would like to visit?  Why or 
why not? 

 How does the setting influence the events of the story? 

 How would the story be altered if it was set in a different time or place? 

 Rewrite the introduction to the same story with a different setting. 
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Style/Language: 

 Do you like the way the author writes?   

 How would you describe the author’s style—formal, informal, descriptive, flowery, blunt, etc.? 

 Have you found examples of figurative language?  Where?   

 What images have been most powerful in your mind as you read? 

 Choose a quote that was powerful.  Write it down. Why did you like it? 
 

Theme: 

 What is the theme or main message in this book? 

 Do you think that this book could affect change in people or in society as a whole?  Why or 
why not? 

 How does the author deliver their theme/message? Is it obvious or do you have to piece it 
together as the reader?  Explain. 

 
Overall Response:  

 Is this a book that you would reread?  Why or why not?  Would you recommend it to a friend?  
Why or why not? 

 Write an alternate ending to the story. 

 Write a letter to the author.  Ask your librarian for help in sending the letter to the author, if 
possible. 

 Write a critique of the book and post it on a reading website that publishes book reviews!  Be 
sure to go beyond just a summary and explain what are the strengths and drawbacks of the 
texts.  
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College Application Essay Writing 
 

It’s never too early to start thinking about college applications and summer vacation is a great time to start. 
One important aspect of college applications is the personal essay. This is the opportunity to distinguish 
yourself from the rest of the applicant pool so that you are not merely a GPA or a standardized test score. 
Spend a considerable amount of time planning your essay, and once you have completed a draft, continue to 
edit and revise. Remember, writing is rewriting! 
 
The following essay questions have been taken from The Common Application, an application utilized by nearly 
400 institutions of higher education across the country including both public and private schools. As you start 
researching colleges, you will find that many of them use The Common Application for college admission.  
  
 
Personal Essay1  
Please write an essay (250 words minimum) on a topic of your choice or on one of the options listed below, 
and attach it to your application before submission. Please indicate your topic by checking the appropriate 
box. This personal essay helps us become acquainted with you as a person and student, apart from courses, 
grades, test scores, and other objective data. It will also demonstrate your ability to organize your thoughts 
and express yourself.  
 

1. Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced 
and its impact on you. 
 

2. Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you. 
 

3. Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.  
 

4. Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that 
has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.  

 
5. A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the 

educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you 
would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the 
importance of diversity to you. 

 
6. Topic of your choice.  

                                                           
1
 https://www.commonapp.org/CommonApp/DownloadForms.aspx  

https://www.commonapp.org/CommonApp/DownloadForms.aspx

